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TWO MILLION NEW CONVERTS have been baptized into Baptist churches in more 
than 100 countries since the last Baptist World Congress met in London in 1955. 
The scene above, snapped in the highlands of Bolivia by Canadian Missionary D. 
B. Phillips, is illustrative of the fruits of Baptist evangelistic zeal on every continent. 


Baptist World Alliance statistics now reflect a total world Baptist membership of 
23,000,000. 


BAPTIST YOUTH WORLD CONFERENCE MEETS JUNE 27—JULY 2 


For latest information, see Page 11 





Editor’s Notebook 


CAREY’S COTTAGE—Drzr. H. S. Hill- 
yer, secretary of Canadian Baptist For- 
eign mission work, has just returned from 
a trip around the world and asserts: “How 
fine a gesture it would be if the Baptists 
of Canada would purchase William Carey’s 
cottage in England and preserve it as a 
missionary pilgrimage center for posterity.” 

He reports that Carey’s humble cottage 
has been lived in until recently but that 
now local authorities have condemned the 
house as unfit for habitation. It may be 
demolished soon unless Dr. Hillyer’s sug- 
gestion is followed. 


- 


THE WORLD YOUTH CONFER- 
ENCE will soon be history. But after the 
last amen at Toronto, the inspirations 
gained, the vows made, the commitments 
pledged will just be aborning. 

There are two exceptionally wonderful 
things about such a meet as the Toronto 
Conference. The personnel affected is 
young, with a life of service before them. 
And, secondly, the Conference’s influence 
will spread as fast as airplanes can fly to 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Let us pray that the Lord will work 
wonders at Toronto. 


. 
DR. NANNIE HELEN BURROUGHS, 
a member of the BWA Executive Commit- 
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Next Issue: SEPTEMBER 

In keeping with its tradition, “The 
Baptist World” will not be published in 
July and August. 

Watch the September issue for reports 
on the Baptist Youth World Conference, 
the Executive and Commission Meetings 
at Ruschlikon, the European Baptist 
Congress, and the medical mission. 


tee, is a leader among her people for all 
good causes. One of her latest contribu. 
tions is the writing of a 32-page booklet, 
“Twelve Things”, outlining 12 steps for 
Negroes and 12 steps for white people in 
achieving better race relations. This ex- 
cellent publication has gained a phenome- 
nal circulation. 


y 
SUBSCRIPTIONS continue to come 
from many countries into the office of 
THE Baptist WorLD. The publication was 
launched almost five years ago as a free- 
distribution news letter to Baptist leader- 
ship, but has so grown in favor that it 
became wise to place a subscription price 
on it and make it available to all who 
care to subscribe. The current emphasis 
on subscriptions now underway in the 
Women’s Department is most encouraging. 
Take a look at the expiration date on 
your copy. If it is marked 6-58 or some 
prior date, it needs renewing. Post Office 
regulations will force us to drop all de- 
linquent subscribers before next fall. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


Editorial and Executive Offices: 1628 Six- 
teenth St., N.W., Washington 9, D. C., USA. 


ARNOLD T. OHRN General Secretary 
RoBERT S. DENNY _..........Associate Secretary 


CyriL Eric Bryant _Director of Publications 
and Managing Editor 


Subscription Rates: $1.00 per year or $5.00 
for six years, from the American office: 1628 
Sixteenth St., N.W., Washington 9, D. C.; 4 
shillings per year or£1 for six years from the 
European office: 4 Southampton Row, Lon- 
don, W.C. 1, England. 
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Violent Persecution Seems on Decline, 
But Non-Violent Oppression Continues 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN COLOMBIA 


By THEODORE F. ADAMS 
President, Baptist World Alliance 


Epiror’s Note: Dr. Adams, president 
of the Baptist World Alliance and pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Richmond, 
Va., visited Colombia April 15-21 to study 
the status of religious liberty there. This 
is his report. 


THE PRIMARY REASON for my recent 
visit to Colombia was the continuing con- 
cern of the Baptist World Alliance for full 
religious freedom for all. During the trip 
I talked with most of our Baptist mission- 
aries, as well as with leaders of other evan- 
gelical faiths. I talked also with newspaper 
editors and business men, both Catholics 
and Evangelicals, in an effort to get as fair 
and accurate a picture as possible. 

I am greatly encouraged by the fact that 
violent persecution is on the decline and I 
was gratified to find that there are promis- 
ing opportunities for Evangelical work in 
this progressive country even though there 
are many restrictions that Baptists general- 
ly would deplore. 


60,000 Evangelicals in Colombia 


For many years until 1946, Colombia 
was in many ways a model of “toleration.” 
The various Evangelical churches enjoyed 
a great measure of freedom under the 
Constitution which guarantees “freedom of 
worship without molestation” in places of 
worship, homes, etc. Baptists and other 
Evangelicals enjoyed the use of radio time, 
new buildings were constructed, and new 
missionaries were welcomed. This was 
true in spite of the fact that nominally 
Colombia is 99 per cent Catholic. 

There are at present approximately 60,- 
000 Evangelicals in 18 different denomina- 
tions and 1200 of these are members of 
Baptist churches. 
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President Adams Reports to Secretary Ohrn 


Baptist life and work centers around 
four cities. In Barranquilla we have a 
splendid hospital and several churches and 
mission stations. There are two splendid 
churches in Cartagena and a small orphan- 
age. Cali is the center for a number of 
churches in a beautiful valley and the 
facilities of the First Baptist Church of 
Cali are being used by the International 
Baptist Seminary until the new campus can 
be completed. In Bogota there are two 
Baptist Churches with a strong evangelical 
witness in this capital city. 


Great Tension Since 1946 

The years since 1946 have been a time 
of great political tension and trouble. 
Thousands have been killed in political 
conflicts. Most of these were Catholics, 
though some were Evangelicals. Some of 
this killing still goes on in isolated areas, 
but political tensions are being resolved. 

During this time of turmoil, and some- 
times under the cover of it, some Catholic 
fanatics have attacked Evangelicals and 
Evangelical churches. One Baptist church 
was burned to the ground, the pastor was 
forced to leave the town and most of the 
members scattered to other places. Many 


(CONTINUED TO PAGE 21) 
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TWO THOUSAND Moscow Baptists greeted three American visitors in the Moscow Baptist Church on 
Sunday, April 20. This Associated Press photo shows Dr. Clarence W. Cranford, president of the 
American Baptist Convention, and an interpreter at the microphone, with Mrs. Cranford and Congressman 
Brooks Hays, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, seated at the left. Rev. Yakov I. Zhidkov, 
president of the All-Union Council of: Evangelical Christian-Baptists, is seated at right. 


Words of Love Exchanged by 


Russian and American Baptists 


“Tell American Christians that we love 
them and that we want peace.” 

This was the message Dr. Clarence W. 
Cranford, president of the American Bap- 
tist Convention, and Brooks Hays, presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
brought back to the USA from Russian 
Baptist leaders in Moscow. 

Dr. Cranford, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Washington, Mrs. Cranford, 
‘and Mr. Hays, a Congressman from 
Arkansas, visited the Baptist church in 
Moscow and preached to its morning con- 
gregation on Sunday, April 20. There were 
about 2000 people present, though the 
auditorium seats only about 1000, and 
many worshippers stood throughout the 
two-hour service. 

Mrs. Cranford, wife of the American 
Convention president, and the first woman 
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from America to accompany a Baptist 
delegation to Russia, told the congregation 
that Americans pray for peace just as the 
Russians do. Dr. Cranford said: “We 
bring you more than greetings. We bring 
you our love.” 

There are-about 550,000 adult members 
of some 5,500 Baptist churches in Russia. 
Young people below the age of 18 are 
not counted. Rev. Yakov Zhidkov and 
Rev. Alexander Karev of the All-Union 
Council of Evangelical Christian Baptists, 
welcomed the visitors. 

Congressman Hays was impressed with 
the well-dressed choir and excellent sing- 
ing by the congregation. He noted that 
most of the congregation was made up of 
women, attributable to the tremendous loss 
of life among the men in World War II. 

There are no Sunday schools in Russia 
because of government monopoly on edu- 
cation. However, the Russians told their 
visitors: “Our home is our Sunday school 
and our grandmothers are our teachers.” 
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European Baptists 
Meet th July 


By Dr. HENRY Cook 
BWA Acting Secretary in Europe 


Only a few weeks after the Baptist 
Youth World Conference meets in Toron- 
to, delegates from 22 Baptist Unions of 
Europe will come together for a European 
Baptist Congress in Berlin, July 26-31. 

Naturally both meetings make a strong 
appeal to their own constituencies, but we 
hope also that a good many Americans 
will join us in Berlin since the Congress 
comes immediately prior to the BWA 
Executive Committee and Commission 
meetings in Ruschlikon. 

In Europe we have well over 1,000,000 
church members, which means that we 
have a community strength of perhaps 
four times that number, and there is a 
growing sense of unity and confidence 
among our people. 

Most countries have seminaries that ex- 
ist to train our future leaders, and one of 
the interesting developments is that six 
Russian Baptist students are being trained 
in England (three at Bristol and three at 
Spurgeon’s College). At the center of all 
this seminary work is Ruschlikon with 
about forty students drawn from some 
fourteen countries where our future Euro- 
pean pastors are learning to 
work together in a new com- 
radeship for our Baptist 
cause. 


Difficulties Are Many 


The difficulties we face 
are many. We have various 
languages and national tra- 
ditions. The State churches 
are deeply entrenched and 
not always _ sympathetic. 
Many of our people have 
passed through great tribula- 
tions and anxieties that out- 
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Deutschlandhalle, Berlin, where European Baptists 


siders know little of, and only a firm 
faith in God and a deep love for the 
Gospel could keep them going. But in 
spite of it all they have maintained their 
witness and look to the future with confi- 
dence. 

Our numbers are growing, our semi- 
naries are giving us men with a better 
equipment than their fathers had, and our 
people believe that in the simple Gospel 
we preach we have the spiritual resources 
that will enable Europe to deal with all 
the complicated problems that confront us. 


More Effective Witness 


More and more we are seeing each 
other as one, and our European Baptist 
Federation holds the key to closer fellow- 
ship and more effective witness. 

The Berlin Congress is therefore a great 
event, and we are hoping that it will in- 
spire us to greater efforts. All our Unions 
are sending representatives, not as many 
as they would like, because of the travel 
costs and in some cases the difficulty of 
securing visas, but still sufficient in num- 
bers to indicate our common concern for 
the cause we all love, and out of the 
Congress we hope there will come a new 
impetus for the future. 

Europe has been the seed-bed of civili- 
zation, arts, literature, philosophy, science 
—they all took their rise in Europe, and 
the world’s debt to the great men and 
women of Europe is incalculable. If only 
we could capture Europe for Christ! If 
only the latent genius of Europe could be 
dedicated to the Gospel! 


will meet 
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Dr. BLACK Dr. CLELAND 


Dr. DIBBLE Dr. HINGSON 


Twenty-Seven Countries on 
Medical Mission Itinerary 


Twenty-seven countries in Asia, Europe 
and Africa are on the itinerary of the 
Baptist World Alliance medical tour which 
departs from San Francisco June 24 and 
returns via New York about October 1. 


The team of five dedicated Christian 
doctors will visit medical facilities in all 
these countries, consult with local medical 
men on their achievements and their prob- 
lems, exchange latest knowledge in the 
rapidly developing medical field, and of- 
fer their own medical skills where needed 
and requested. 


Robert S. Denny, BWA associate sec- 
retary, said that the doctors also will give 
their own Christian testimony to patients 
and congregations they have opportunity 
to serve. 


Baptists around the world are urged to 
pray for the physicians as they make their 
journey in the name of Christ, Mr. Denny 
said. 

The team has been enlarged to five, 


rather than four as originally announced, 
and includes: 

Dr. CHARLES BLACK, a chest and tuber- 
culosis surgeon of Shreveport, Louisiana. 


Dr. JoHN G. P. CLELAND, a surgeon and 
obstetrician of Oregon City, Oregon. 


Dr. EuGENE H. DisBBLE, a surgeon and 
medical director of John A. Andrew Hos- 
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A BWA 
PROJECT 


Dr. PAYNE 


pital at Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, 
Alabama. 

Dr. RoBerT A. HINGSON, professor and 
director of anesthesia at Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dr. GABE PAYNE, pediatrician of Hop- 


kinsville, Kentucky. 


A Survey for Future Service 


It is hoped that the summer’s survey 
by these doctors will make possible the 
establishment of a permanent revolving 
pool of volunteer physicians who will be 
available whenever and wherever needed 
for brief periods in coping with epidemics 
or other medical emergencies. 

Countries. on the itinerary include Ha- 
wali, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Malaya, 
Indonesia, Philippines, Burma, Assam, 
Ceylon, India, Iran, Jordan, Switzerland 


(CONTINUED TO PAGE 23) 
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of the Baptist World 


Executive and Commissions 
Will Meet At Ruschlikon 


Baptist World Alliance Study Commis- 
sions and the BWA Executive Committee 
will meet at Ruschlikon Baptist Seminary, 
just outside Zurich, Switzerland, August 
2-8. 

The Commissions—studying religious 
liberty, evangelism, world missions, Bible 
study and membership training, the doc- 
trine of the church and the doctrine of 
baptism—will meet from Saturday eve- 
ning, August 2, to Wednesday afternoon, 
August 6. The Executive Committee will 
begin its sessions Wednesday evening and 
continue through Friday noon, August 8. 

The Alliance’s Administration Commit- 
tee met at Washington May 9, transacting 
routine business and looking forward to 
the Ruschlikon sessions. 


Men’s Committee Meets 


A special committee authorized by the 
BWA Executive Committee at its meet- 
ing in Hamilton last summer to consider 
the organization of a Men’s Department 
for BWA met in Chicago May 16 on the 
call of Mr. John Dawson. 

Members of the committee are Mr. 
Dawson, Chairman, George W. Schroeder, 
J. C. Oliver, Walter W. Grosser, A. W. 
Fry, Burtil Engstrom, and C. C. Carter. 


Two Busloads to Toronto 


Texas seldom does anything on a small 
scale. The Cliff Temple Baptist Church of 
Dallas, Texas, where Dr. Wallace Bassett 
is pastor, is taking two busloads of in- 
termediates and young people to the Bap- 
tist Youth World Conference in Toronto 
this summer. 

Miss Marian McLachlan, youth and 
recreation director of the church, says 
that a total of 78 young people will be 
in the group. 

The church is subsidizing part of the 
cost of the bus in order that the trip 
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Next Issue: SEPTEMBER 

In keeping with its tradition, “The 
Baptist World” will not be published in 
July and August. 

Watch the September issue for reports 
on the Baptist Youth World Conference, 
the Executive and Commission Meetings 
at Ruschlikon, the European Baptist 
Congress, and the medical mission. 


might be made available to a maximum 
number of young people. 


Dr. Leavell Retires 

Dr. Roland Q. Leaveli, president of the 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, has retired from the seminary presi- 
dency following a light stroke this spring. 
He will be able to continue actively in the 
ministry and in his other denominational 
chores, including co-chairmanship of the 
BWA Commission on Evangelism, but it 
was necessary for him to give up the 
strain of the seminary presidency. 

Dr. Leavell became president of the 
New Orleans Seminary just as the school 
shifted from institute to seminary status. 
During his administration the school has 
moved to a new suburban campus. The 
schools of theology and religious educa- 
tion have received accreditation during his 
presidency. 


Ohrn and Adams Speak 

Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary 
of the Baptist World Alliance, was com- 
mencement speaker for Southwestern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary at Ft. Worth, 
Texas, on the occasion of the graduation 
of its Golden Jubilee Class May 16. There 
were 234 graduating students. 

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of 
BWA, was baccalaureate preacher at Bay- 
lor University commencement exercises 
May 22-23. Baylor awarded him an hon- 
orary Doctor of Divinity degree. 
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DEATH TAKES FOUR MEMBERS 
OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Death has come this spring to three 
members of the Baptist World Alliance 
Executive Committee. It brought to four 
the number of Committee members who 
have died since the Baptist World Con- 
gress in 1955. 

Dr. William Henry Jernagin of Wash- 
ington, D. C., one of America’s most out- 
standing Negro religious leaders and old- 
est member of both the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Youth Committee of the 
BWA died February 18 at the age of 88. 
He had been pastor of Mt. Carmel Bap- 
tist Church in Washington since 1912. 

Dr. William C. Tapper, executive sec- 
retary of the Baptist General Conference 
of America, died in Chicago March 21, 
the victim of a heart attack. He was a 
member of both the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee and the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs (USA) and demon- 
strated a keen interest in the total Baptist 
movement. 

Dr. J. Howard Williams, president of 
Southwestern Theological Seminary at 
Fort Worth and member of the BWA Ex- 
ecutive Committee died April 20, also the 
victim of a heart attack.. He had served 
as pastor of some of America’s leading 
churches and as Executive Secretary of 
Texas Baptists. 

Rev. P. Jacques Nzakimwena of the 


4 E « 

Medical Doctor a Busy Man 

Dr. Victor Burdick, a Seventh Day 
Baptist missionary to Nyasaland, has re- 
ported a very busy schedule for the first 
months of 1958. The average number of 
new cases coming to him daily for treat- 
ment is 30, and the average number of 
return cases is 100. More than a dozen 
major surgery operations were performed 
during January, February and March, with 
it usually being necessary to move the pa- 
tient to Malamulo Hospital 40 miles dis- 
tance from his regular clinic at Makapwa. 
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Dr. JERNAGIN 


Dr. TAPPER Dr. WILLIAMS 
Belgian Congo, who -had been named 
to the BWA Executive Committee in 1955, 
passed to his reward in September 1956, 
In the Congo he was minister to a large 
district encompassing more than 60 vik 
lages. 


In addition to his actual practice, Dr. 
Burdick teaches classes on medical subjects 
four times a week and in addition has been 
giving assistance in evangelistic services 
in Baptist churches in two other areas. He 
also is making plans for the building of a 
hospital at Makapwa. 


Baptism in Tanganyika 


Nine men and one woman, the first con- 
verts to Christianity resulting from South 
ern Baptist mission work in East Africa, 
were baptized February 20 in a running 
stream at Mbeya, Tanganyika. Southern 
Baptist missionaries entered East Africa 
in the fall of 1956. 
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Missionary Samuel A. DeBord, who 
conducted the service, reports that 12 
other people from Mbeya have answered 
the invitation to accept Christ and are 
now enrolled in the inquirers’ class. After 
six months of study these, too, will be 
baptized. 

Each Sunday morning, from 25 to 40 
people. attend Sunday school and the 
worship service in the little rented mud- 
brick house which serves as a meeting 
place for Baptists in Mbeya. And the mis- 
sionaries are constantly receiving requests 
from near-by villages to preach the gospel. 

In addition to sponsoring evangelistic 
work in Mbeya, Southern Baptists are 
erecting a tuberculosis hospital there under 
the direction of Dr. Jack E. Walker. 
Southern Baptist missionaries are also 
stationed in three other cities of East 
Africa: Dar es Salaam in Tanganyika and 
Nairobi and Mombasa in Kenya. 


Asia 


Korean Youth Pray 


Prayer services were held in more than 
100 churches January 26, as a result of a 
special prayer emphasis launched by the 
Korean Baptist Youth Convention. 

The services asked for special prayer 
“for the world, world youth, those be- 
hind the iron curtain, the Baptist Youth 
World Conference, Baptist missionaries 
throughout the world, and Korean Baptist 
students in the USA.” 

A special offering was taken for the 
promotion of the Korean Baptist Youth 
Convention. 


Dr. Albaugh Breaks Leg 


A fractured right leg has brought a 
temporary halt to the five-months’ adminis- 


TORONTO PLANNING COMMITTEE—Here are the people who have worked for months to make possible 


the Fifth Baptist Youth World Conference in Toronto June 27-July 2. 


Included are: Front row— 


Rev. Frank Keys, Rev. Arthur McDowell, David Simmonds, Frank Machry. Second row—Rev. Bruce 


Neal, Shirley Robley, Betty Flower, Thelma Jarrett, Ella Miller, Mrs. Gordon Porter. 


Third row— 


Dr. Leland Gregory, Robert Martin, Douglas Low, Douglas Gow, Robert Carson, Ralph Neal, Rev. - 


William Sturgess, Reg. Wright. 
JUNE 1958 
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Introducing the Executive Committee 


Carmelo Inguanti 


Dr. Carmelo Inguanti, vice president of 
the Baptist Union of Italy and pastor in 
Milan, has been a 
member of the 
Baptist World Al- 
liance Executive 
Committee since 
1955. - 

Born in Floridia, 

Italy, Dr. Inguanti 
attended theologi- 


cal school in Rome 

and Regent’s Park 

College at London 

and Oxford. He — 

was pastor in Sardinia 1932-1949 and has 
been pastor in Milan since 1949. 

He holds the degree of doctor of phi- 
losophy from a state university in Italy. 
He was for five years National Youth 
Secretary and has served also as a mem- 
ber of the Youth Committee of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance. He was professor 


of church history for three years at the 
Baptist National Theological School in 
Italy. 

Dr. Inguanti participated in the Bap- 
tist Jubilee Congress in London in 1955 
and addressed the European session of 
that meeting. He has participated also in 


European Baptist affairs, including the 
European Baptist Congress in Copenhagen 
in 1952. He currently is a member of 
the Baptist European Missionary Society’s 
Executive Committee. 


trative trip throughout Asia by Dr. Dana 
M. Albaugh, Director of American Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Societies’ Overseas De- 
partment. Dr. Afbaugh was in Kentung, 
which is in Burma’s Shan State, close to 
China, Laos and Thailand when he fell 
and caused the injury. Doctors say he 
might be immobilized two months. 

A cable sent to New York, however, 
indicated that American Baptist Missionary 
William D. Hackett might drive Dr. Al- 
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baugh to Maymyo where he was to meget 
with Burma missionaries and the execu. 
tive committee of the Burma Baptist Con. 
vention for a conference. Mrs. Albaugh 
has accompanied her husband on the trip, 


Australasia 


All Age Sunday School Opens 

More than 200 scholars attended the 
first session of an all-age Sunday School 
established at Merrylands, a suburb of 
Sydney, New South Wales, on April 20. 
Rev. John S. Curtis is pastor of the church 
and led the people in the new program. 
“It was a thrill to witness whole families 
arriving for Sunday School, leaving babies 
in the nursery department, parents and 
children moving into the various groups in 
Sunday School and reuniting for the morn- 
ing service,” Mr. Curtis said. 

The same issue of The Australian Bap- 
tist which carries the news from Merry- 
lands tells of a campaign by the Ashfield 
(N.S.W.) church to raise £25,000 in 25 
days. “The increasing enrollment in the 
all-age Sunday School with an adult sec- 
tion of 200 on the roll has made the pro- 
vision of further accommodations essen- 
tial,” the paper states. 

The Ashfield church is planning such 
an education center because it believes 
that the all-age Sunday School is the an- 
swer to the spiritual needs of a local com- 
munity. 


Broadcasting in Australia 

“As I do not go to church, I wait for 
every Sunday night listening for any mes- 
Sage you may give me. I once used the 
Lord’s name frequently in blasphemy, but 
now have-stopped. By slow process can | 
become a Christian?” 

So wrote a listener to Dr. Ernest H. 
Watson, Director of Evangelism for the 
New South Wales Baptist Union, speaker 
on a radio program, “The Voice of Bap- 
tists”, now heard on 20 stations. 

The listener, together with his wife and 
three daughters later visited Dr. Watson’s 
office and were led to Christ. It is one of 
many examples of effective evangelism by 
radio. 


THE Baptist WoRLD 





Opportunity of a Youth Time... . 


7,000 YOUTH; MEET IN TORONTO 


More than 7,000 young people, coming 
from Baptist churches in 70 different coun- 
tries, will be meeting in the Fifth Baptist 
Youth World Conference at Toronto June 
27-July 2. 

The theme of their discussions: “Christ 
for the World—Now!”, 

Meanwhile, the prayers of Baptists 
around the world will be lifted to heaven 
that the Holy Spirit will guide the discus- 
sions and influence all in attendance for 
maximum Christian dedication. 


The Largest In History 


This is by far the largest of five con- 
ferences held thus far under auspices of 
the Youth Department of the Baptist 
World Alliance. Previous meetings were 
held in Prague, 1931; Zurich, 1937; Stock- 
holm, 1949; and Rio de Janeiro, 1953. 

The meeting will open Friday evening, 
June 27, with a Roll Call of Nations and 
the keynote address by Rev. Joel Sorenson 
of Stockholm, chairman of the BWA 
Youth Committee. It will close Wednesday 
evening with an address by Dr. Theodore 
F. Adams, president of the Baptist World 
Alliance. 


Diefenbaker To Speak 


Hon. John Diefenbaker, Prime Minister 
of Canada, will speak Sunday evening on 
World Peace. It has been necessary to en- 
gage Maple Leaf Garden, with a capacity 
of 15,000, to accommodate the expected 
crowd for Mr. Diefenbaker’s address. 

Daily programs will begin with a wor- 
ship service led by nations from various 
countries and a Bible Hour led by Dr. W. 
W. Adams of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, USA, based on Colossians. Next 
will come a discussion of current topics, 
and next a “spotlight” on some particular 
continent of the world. 


June 1958 


Daily Program Highlights 


8:30—Worship 

9:00—Bible Hour 

9:45—Topic of the Day 
10:30—Spotlight on a Continent 
11:30—Group Discussions 


2:00—Afternoon given to fellowship, 
recreation, music, drama, etc. 


7:30—Worship 
8:00—Spotlight on a Continent 
8:45—Address 


Fellowship Emphasized 


The morning program closes with the 
meeting of simultaneous conferences, 
wherein youth are encouraged to discuss 
together the morning’s lectures in the light 
of their own experiences in their home- 
lands. 

The afternoon is given to fellowship and 
workshops. 

“Spotlight” falls on other continents at 
the evening hour, followed by a featured 
address. 

A 1000-voice international choir will 
participate in all services. 


Prayers Are Asked 


“Pray with us,” Robert S. Denny, BWA 
associate secretary in charge of youth 
work, said. “Let us pray that these young 
people from all areas of the earth may 
gain a vision that will make Christ both 
real and vital. Such an experience will 
cause God’s love to radiate to all peoples 
of the globe.” 
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WOMEN AND EVANGELISM 


Our supreme task as Christians is to 
win the world for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
To this end we must major on evangelism, 
and Christian women are definitely com- 
mitted to this task. Mrs. THORA THOONG 
of Stockholm, Sweden, sends the following 
article on “Women and Evangelism”; 


There was a time in the past when the 
opinion was that women should not take 
any active part in evangelization. The 
field of evangelism was only for men, and 
they all referred to the word of Paul in 
1 Cor. 14:34-35, where Paul writes that 
the women are supposed to keep silent in 
the church. 

In this particular case Paul was speak- 
ing to the church at Corinth and we have 
to remember that since all women were 
welcome in the new church, among them 
may have been many who had worshipped 
in pagan temples and had not yet had 
sufficient experience to assume leadership 
in the church. Rejoicing in their new 
found faith, but undisciplined in it, these 
women probably required some silencing 
in Paul’s time. 

But Paul did not deny women an active 
part in the church. Lydia was his first con- 
vert in Europe, and his first sermon in 
Europe had been addressed to women 
on the banks of the river at Philippi. If 
these women had kept silent, the Christian 
gospel would not have spread as fast as 
it did over Europe. Paul found in Pris- 
cilla, too, a woman of great ability and 
intellect who became a leader in the 
church at Corinth and later at Ephesus. 
He did not silence her. Nor did he silence 
Phebe, who was a deaconess at Cenchrea. 

Christ taught that we are all equal be- 
fore God and that those who are pure in 
heart shall see God. Men and women are 
equally responsible for their own souls, to 
obey God and to work for Him. 

Do women take an active part in evan- 
gelism today, or do we try to hide our- 
selves and leave that to the ministers and 
a few men? How can we then expect God’s 


(CONTINUED TO PAGE 22) 
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Women’s Department 


Mrs. GEORGE R. MartTIN, Chairman 


Miss JesstE Forp, Editor 


Golden Jubilee in Britain 

Baptist women of Engiand and Wales 
are rejoicing this year in the celebration 
of the Golden Jubilee of the Baptist Wo- 


men’s League. 

In 1908 Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke called 
together an influential group of women 
from all over the country to consider how 
the gifts of women might be used to fuller 
advantage in the life of the churches. As 
a result of this meeting the League came 
into being. Mrs. Herbert Marnham (who 
has just celebrated her 93rd birthday) be- 
ing the first president. It was in the draw- 
ing room of the late Mrs. Russell James 
that the first branch meeting was held. 


The work of the League has grown 
rapidly through the years, more than 1,400 
women’s organizations in the churches be- 
ing affiliated with it. A hostel for business 
girls and students, a home for mothers 
and babies, preparation of program ma- 
terial, correspondence leadership courses 
and special interest in the training of 
Baptist deaconesses have been among its 
many activities during the years. The 
service of the League to the community in 
two world wars earned official recognition 
from His late Majesty, King George VI. 


The Committee, in celebration of the 
Jubilee Year, has called all its members 
to re-consecration of themselves, their 
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WOMEN WILL MEET AT BERLIN CONGRESS 


When the European Baptist Congress meets in Berlin, the women will have 
two meetings on Monday, July 28: a luncheon at 1 o’clock and an evening 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

The meetings will be strongly evangelistic in character, based on the 
theme “God is able—”. Mrs. Elisabeth Flugge of Germany will preside in 
the absence of Mrs. Bambey, president of the German Baptist Women’s 
League, who will be in the United States for the summer. 

Among the main speakers will be Mrs. Edgar Bates of Canada, Mrs. 
George R. Martin of the United States, Mrs. Ruth Olive Pepper of -England, 
and Mrs. Elisabeth Flugge of Germany. Greetings from the Baptist World. 
Alliance will be brought by Dr. T. F. Adams, the president. 

Mrs. Rachel Iverson of Norway, in sending out the program, writes: 
“God is able—”’ May we each day let these words of the great apostle 
Paul ring in our ears. Let us accept all the messages we listen to during 
the Congress with an open mind, believing these words are true. Then 
we shall return to our various countries and, even though the task may 
prove difficult, “attempt great things for God and expect great things from 


God.” 
a 


time and their gifts to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying that a rising tide of bless- 
ing and spiritual power may be manifest 
among the women of the churches, ex- 
pressing itself in prayer, evangelistic zeal 
and increased giving. 

On May 1—two great meetings were 
held in the Royal Albert Hall, London, 
when the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland recognized and celebrated the 
Jubilee of the Baptist Women’s League. In 
preparation for the meetings individual 
members were asked to make a personal 
thank-offering, the goal set being £12,000. 
The response was such that almost £18,- 
000 was brought in for the furtherance of 
the work of God and the extension of His 
Kingdom. 

—Lots CHAPPLE 


Mrs. Church Visits N.S.W. 


“The women of N.S.W. were looking 
forward to the visit of Mrs. A. C. Church, 
to hear about the work of our Baptist 
World Alliance Women’s Department, and 
she immediately applied herself to the task 
of imparting to our women some of the 
inspiration and blessings received during 
the splendid series of meetings held in 
London during the last World Alliance 
Congress. She won the hearts of the wo- 
men here with the wonderful messages she 
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had to tell, sometimes talking for over an 
hour, and still the ladies asked for more,” 
writes Mrs. A. G. Lawrenson. 


She says further that “information con- 
cerning the activities of work of Baptist 
women in other lands proved most inter- 
esting, and we were encouraged to pray 
for our Sisters in other parts of the world, 
many of whom are suffering great difficul- 
ties and working under constant strain 
in their efforts to spread the gospel mes- 
sage in their countries. 

“The whole series of meetings were well 
attended, both in our metropolitan area 
and in Newcastle. 


“We thank God for the visit of Mrs. 
Church and for her lovely Christian spirit 
in not sparing herself in order to aid our 
women in their Christian service.” 


HOW MANY 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
to 
THE BAPTIST WORLD 
have you sent in? Help 
us reach our goal 
of 5,000 
From the Women’s Department 
THANK YOU! 
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Introducing the Executive Committee 


Oscar Rodriguez 


Dr. Oscar Rodriguez, general mission- 
ary of the Baptist Mission in eastern Cuba 
under the direction” 
of the American 
Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Societies, was 
elected to the Bap- 
tist World Alliance 
Executive Commit- 
tee in London in 
1955. 

One of the few 
Puerto Rican min- 
isters to qualify for 
chaplaincy in the 
United States army in World War II, 
Dr. Rodriguez served in Africa and Europe 
for four years before going to the Ameri- 
can Baptist Mission work in Cuba in 1947. 
Prior to the war he was a missionary in 
his native Puerto Rico. 

Dr. Rodriguez, who holds degrees from 
Sioux Falls Baptist College, Eastern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of Puerto Rico, and 
Columbia University, is especially gifted 
in the area of Christian education and 
evangelism. The Cuban Mission has 125 
churches with a total membership of 6,753 
and a related constituency of 35,000. Dr. 
Rodriguez has served in Cuba Theological 
Seminary both as president and professor, 
and Mrs. Rodriguez also is a member of 
the faculty. 

Dr. Rodriguez is a member of the BWA 
Commission on Evangelism, and has at- 
tended Baptist Congresses held in Cleve- 
land and London. 


Europe 


Evangelism Conference at Ruschlikon 


Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, president of 
Ruschlikon Baptist Theological Seminary 
reports in The Ruschlikon Link: “Encour- 
aging signs appear in several European 
countries which indicate that we may be 
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moving toward a time of greater evan- 
gelism. The European Baptist Federation 
is making preparation for increased em- 
phasis on the winning of people to Christ. 
A Conference on Evangelism was held in 
Ruschlikon, May 6-13. 

“A restudy will be made of the biblical 
and theological basis for evangelism and 
a re-examination of the methods we now 
customarily employ in our churches. Fol- 
lowing that Conference local meetings will 
be held in many countries on the same 
theme, with Dr. W. S. Woodbury and Dr. 
Gaines S. Dobbins participating.” 


New Principal at Wales College 


Rev. J. Ithel Jones has been inducted 
as principal of the South Wales Baptist 
College, succeeding Principal-Emeritus 
Edward Roberts. The Watchman Examin- 
er reports that Baptists in South Wales 
hope that the ministerial experience and 
academic ability of the new principal will 
be an inspiration to the Welsh. 


Dr. Dunning Sees Disparity 
Between Scientific and Spiritual 


Addressing the annual assembly of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, Dr. T. G. Dunning, president, 
warned in London that science “is now 
being applied in ways that have grave 
moral implications” and many who are 
dazzled by its achievements are “apt to 
be blind to its limitations.” 

Dr. Dunning also condemned “man’s 
misuse of the earth” by using land to pro- 
duce intoxicants instead of essential food- 
stuffs, and he stressed that Baptist churches 
must find ways to keep their Sunday schoo! 
students in the fold as they grow older. 

The president of the Baptist Union 
warned further that power and success 
may breed sacrilegious arrogance “to all 
who disregard the moral implications of 
the new power that has come into their 
hands.” 

The Baptist Union responded by adopt- 
ing a resolution which urged the British 
government to seek an immediate agree- 
ment under the supervision of a United 
Nations agency to end nuclear tests and 
the production of nuclear weapons. 
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Declaring that “the hope of the future 
lies in laying a foundation of mutual con- 
fidence,” the resolution calls also for the 
strengthening of cultural and religious ties 
between nations. 

Dr. John B. Middlebrook of London 
was named to succeed Dr. Dunning next 
year as president of the Baptist Union. 


Dutch Baptists Meet 


The Dutch Baptist Union held its 78th 
Annual Meeting, May 6-8, in Groningen. 
Three new churches were admitted into 
membership, bringing the total numbers of 
churches to 57 with 7750 members; 332 
baptisms were reported in 1957. 

Reports and plans indicated a steady 
growth of the work sponsored by the Un- 
ion. The Home Mission Committee sup- 
ports work in 25 different fields, partly in 
areas where until recently no Baptist work 
existed. Its budget shows an increase of 
60 per cent over the past year and about 
450 per cent over 1948. 

Within-a few years Dutch Baptists hope 
to assume full responsibility for the mis- 
sion work in Irema (Belgian Congo) in 
close cooperation with the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society. Several young men and wo- 
men including nurses, teachers and mis- 
sionaries, are preparing for this work. 

Next fall the new seminary at Bos en 
Duin will start on its first semester with 
an enrollment of five students. Together 
with students from Holland at Ruschlikon 
and Hamburg 10 young men are prepar- 
ing for service in home and missionary 
work. On the faculty of the seminary are 
Dr. Jannes Reiling, president and profes- 
sor of biblical studies, and Dr. Jan J. 
Kiwiet, professor of theology and church 
history. 

Rev. F. E. Huizinga, for the last seven 
years president of the Union, was suc- 
ceeded in this capacity by the Rev. H. van 
der Werf, like Mr. Huizinga a past presi- 
dent of the Baptist Youth Movement. . 


Calvin Birthplace Has New Look 


Dr. Henry Cook, acting European sec- 
retary of the Baptist World Alliance, tells 
of his visit with Henri Vincent to Noyan, 
France, where Calvin was born. He found 
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that a Baptist group meets on alternate 
Sundays with the Reformed Church in 
the Calvin Memorial House. 

“What,” said M. Vincent, “would Cal- 
vin think about that?” “By now,” Dr. Cook 
replied, “he no doubt understands Baptist 
beliefs better than he did.” 

Dr. Cook reports that “our work in 
France is not large, judged by British or 
American standards. The total member- 
ship of the Baptist Union of France is 
about 2000, though there is another Bap- 
tist group with about 1000 members and 
outside both these bodies several independ- 
ent Baptist churches. Could all our Bap- 
tist groups be united, they would have 
something like 5000 members and these, 
acting and planning together, would ex- 
ercise a much wider influence.” 


Send “The Baptist World” to your friends 
and co-workers. Six gift subscriptions— 
$5.00 or £1. 
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WORLD CONGRESS IN RIO—Baptist leaders in Rio de Janeiro already have begun to grapple with 
the multitudinous problems involved in entertaining the Baptist World Congress in 1960. Dr. Edgar 
F. Hallock, head of the Coordinating Committee, has named 24 committee chairmen who have been 


appointed to direct the various phases of the work. 


Shown above, clockwise left to right, are 


Walter Kaschel, Alcides Teles de Almeida, Carlos Reis Mayerhoffer, Luiz Carvacho, Edward Berry, 


Moises Silbeira, Oswaldo Ronis, 


Leonardo Viana da 


Cunha, Eurocp Freitas, Alice Oliveira, Ely 


Freitas, James Soren, Joao Soren, Hallock, and Werner Kaschel. 


Latin America 


Every Home a Preaching Station 

Missionaries of the Baptist Missionary 
Society moved into the Parana area of 
Brazil in 1957 and by the end of the year 
the mission had grown to six organized 
congregations, three preaching stations and 
200 baptized believers. 

Missionary A. C. Elder writes in The 
Scottish Baptist magazine: “there is a 
slogan here in Brazil ‘Every Baptist Home 
a Preaching Station’ and this we have come 
to accept as a norm for all our work.” 
He says that advantage is taken of a birth- 
day to have a special service of thanksgiv- 
ing and evangelism in a particular home. 
These services are held ‘n addition to regu- 
lar services in homes and rented halls. 

Mr. Elder relates also of the baptism of 
a woman in her 40’s “whose life had been 
one of great sorrow and suffering” until 
her conversion in one of the evangelistic 
meetings at Sao Tome. 

“On the day she was to be baptized she 
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was ill but insisted on coming on to the 
meeting, even though it was raining and 
baptisms were in the river,” Mr. Elder 
relates. “When I suggested she might wait 
for another day, she said ‘Pastor, if I had 
been on a journey and was nearing home, 
tired and hungry and ill, and there was 
just a river between me .and home, | 
wouldn’t want to wait. I would go straight 
through. That’s how I feel.” She was bap- 
tized along with the others and was none 
the worse for it. 


Liberty Survey Planned 


Plans for a booklet giving the facts on 
the religious liberty problems of South 
America were outlined by the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs (USA) in a 
recent meeting in Washington. 

Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, executive di- 
rector, said it is hoped that a copy of the 
booklet can be made available to every 
person planning to attend the Baptist 
World Congress in Rio de Janeiro in 1960. 
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Rio Travel Brochures a 


Are Ready 


BROCHURES announcing itineraries which will 
provide the most ideal arrangements for your 
travel to the Tenth Baptist World Congress in Rio 
de Janeiro in 1960 are now available through 


your local travel agent. 


A variety of plans, ranging from an 11-day air 
tour ($795) to a 44-day combination sea-air tour 
($2,164), are listed. All except the minimum tour 
provide for trips to mission fields and centers of 
Baptist activity across the South American con- 


tinent, in Central America, and in the Caribbean 


area. 


Ask the travel agent in your community for a copy 
of this brochure and for his personalized help in 
arranging a travel plan best fitting your own re- 


quirements. 


BROWNELL TOURS + BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


Coordinator for Travel to the Tenth Baptist World Congress 
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North America 


Christmas Gifts to Missions 
Total Over $6-million 


Southern Baptists have just finished 
tabulating totals on their Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering last December, and find 
it came to a record $6,121,585.14. The 
offering is made each year in the memory 
of Lottie Moon, a pioneer missionary to 
China, and represents gifts to the overseas 
work of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Board. 

The Board has set a goal of 1800 mis- 
sionaries under appointment by January 
1, 1964, and has called “all Southern Bap- 
tists to earnest prayer to the end that an 
increasing number of our finest young peo- 
ple may respond to God’s leadership for 
service, Overseas.” 


A Missionary-Minded Church 


The Franklin Baptist Church of Frank- 
lin, Virginia, is not a large church by 
numerical standards. But Dr. Ira D. Hud- 
gins, its pastor, and other leaders have led 
the congregation into a wonderful mis- 
sionary spirit and a conviction that every 
dollar that is spent for current expenses 
at home should be matched with a dollar 
for ‘missions. 

Last year the church had a budget of 
$26,000 for local expenses, and, counting 
an especially large Lottie Moon Christ- 
mas Offering, gave a total of $29,000 to 
missions. 

This same missionary spirit is showing 


through this summer as a total of 23 
young people of the church will travel to 
the Baptist Youth World Conference in 
Toronto. 


Dr. Trinier Elected 


Rev. Harold U. Trinier, editor of The 
Canadian Baptist at Toronto, was elected 
vice president of the Associated Church 
Press of America at its annual meeting 
held recently in Chicago. 

The group also paid tribute to the effi- 
cient service of another Baptist, Dr. Wil- 
liam B. Lipphard, editor emeritus of 
Missions magazine, who has “served self- 
lessly” as the association’s executive sec- 
retary. 

The Associated Church Press has a 
membership of 158 publications with the 
total circulation exceeding 14 million. Mr. 
Trinier has served previously as president 
and secretary of the Canadian Church 
Press. 


Crusader Editor Resigns 


George Moll, a Baptist layman of Phila- 
delphia who originated Crusader as an 
American Baptist Convention publication 
and has edited it from its beginning in 
1945, will end his service as editor this 
summer. 

Mr. Moll asked to be relieved of the 
editorship as early as June, 1956, but 
offered to remain until means of assuring 
effective continuance of the news magazine 
could be devised. 


—_ 


VAN CLIBURN IS BAPTIST 


Van Cliburn, the American pianist who won an international Tchaikovsky 
piano competition recently in Moscow and gained great acclaim from Russian 
music lovers, is a member of the Calvary Baptist Church of New York City. 

Standing 6’4” in height, Mr. Cliburn was asked by Soviet Premier Nikita 
S. Khrushchev if he ate yeast to gain his height. 

“No,” Cliburn replied, “just vitamin pills.” 

Mr. Cliburn is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Cliburn of Kilgore, Texas. 
The First Baptist Church of Shreveport, Louisiana, where they lived earlier, 
presented Cliburn in a concert when he was 14 years old. Cliburn, now 23, 
sings in the Caivary Baptist Church choir, and was a member of the choir 
for Evangelist Billy Graham’s New York Crusade. 
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of The Southern Baptist Convention 


J. B. Lawrence, executive secretary 
emeritus of the Board, has given the official 
history of the Home Mission Board from 
its beginning in 1845 to the present. Many 
hours of research went into the preparation 
of this book, which is a gift of the author 
to the Board itself. 

The Board has come through great 
struggles to make a place for itself. “Crisis 
after crisis”’ almost describes its chronicles. 
Reading of the fortitude of the Baptist 
leaders who carried it through all of the 
years of prejudice, wars, debt, and depres- 
sion will inspire you to a strong support 
of the Home Mission Board. 

In a fair, objective way the author traces 
the development of the various depart- 
ments of work and shows the importance 
of the Board in the life of our nation. He 
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Dr. Skoglund to Colgate Rochester 


Dr. John E. Skoglund of Seattle, Wash- 
ington, co-chairman of the Baptist World 
Alliance Commission on Doctrine of the 
Church, has been elected to the Cornelius 
Woelfkin Professorship of Preaching at 
Colgate Rochester Divinity School. 


Prior to his service as pastor of the First 
Baptist Church at Seattle since September, 
1954, Dr. Skoglund was foreign secretary 
of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society and in 1952 was a delegate of the 
American Baptist Convention to the Faith 
and Order Conference at Lund, Sweden. 


Colgate Rochester also announced the 
addition of Dr. Prentiss L. Pemberton to 
become the Arthur J. Gosnell Professor 
of Social Ethics and Sociology of Religion. 
He previously was associate director of 
the Danforth Foundation. 


Huge Crowds Hear 
Graham in Frisco 


A total of more than 117,000 persons 
attended the first week of Evangelist 
Billy Graham’s San Francisco Crusade. 
During the week, a total of 3,749 persons 
made “decisions for Christ” following Mr. 
Graham’s sermons. 

This seven-day total was greater than 
the attendance recorded for the first week 
at Mr. Graham’s New York Crusade a 
year ago. The first Saturday night rally 
was televised nationally over 140 stations 
on the American Broadcasting Company 
network and Mr. Graham estimated he 
was speaking to “the largest audience for 
evangelistic service in the history of the 
Christian church.” 


ABC Opposes Racial Barriers 


American Baptists, through their Coun- 
cil on Christian Social Progress, will join 
four other denominations in a three-year 
program to break down racial barriers in 
housing. The project will begin next fall 
in three cities yet to be chosen. The main 
purpose of the plan will be “to develop 
public opinion favorable to desegregation 
and thus influence community practices 
and attitudes.” 
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PROVIDENCE CHURCH 


PROVIDENCE CHURCH REDEDICATED—The First 
Baptist Church of Providence, Rhode Island, the 
oldest Baptist church in America, has been com- 
pletely restored to approximate its original condi- 
tion when it was built in 1775. The congregation 
was founded by Roger Williams in 1639. Restora- 
tion of the building was made-possible by a gift 
of about $500,000 from John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 


Baptist Hour On 460 Stations 


Public service awards to each of the 460 
stations which broadcast the weekly Bap- 
tist Hour program of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention have been presented by the 
denomination’s Radio and Television Com- 
mission. 

Started 17 years ago on 17 stations in 
11 states, the program is now heard in 
35 states and several foreign countries. 
Dr. Paul Stevens is Director of the Com- 
mission. 
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LIBERTY IN COLOMBIA 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


other Evangelical churches have been de- 
stroyed and pastors and believers have 
been killed, injured or driven away. Care- 
ful investigation has established this as a 
fact, though some cases are difficult to 
judge as to whether they were primarily 
political or religious in character. 


During this period the Central Baptist 
Church in Bogota was attacked by a mob 
led by a priest. The building was stoned 
and the windows broken while police stood 
by and did nothing to prevent the trouble. 
This situation reacted favorably for the 
church, for many in the capitol resented 
such fanatical action. The same priest 
came later and threatened to close the 
school of this church unless he was per- 
mitted to come and teach Catholic doc- 
trine. The pastor refused the request and 
nothing has happened thus far, though 
pressure is being exerted in some areas to 
insist that Catholic doctrine be taught in 
some Evangelical schools. 


Careful study by Evangelical leaders in- 
dicates that during the twelve years of 
turmoil and violent persecution approxi- 
mately 78 Evangelical Christians have been 
killed, 46 Evangelical church buildings 
have been destroyed by fire or dynamite. 
In addition, 160 churches and 200 mission 
schools have been closed and some 5,000 
Evangelical families have been displaced. 


Non-Violent Persecution Continues 


The period of violent persecution seems 
almost ended, at least for the present. 
There are a number of reasons for this: 
(1) The new government has a more liber- 
al attitude regarding religious freedom and, 
when local police fail to help, Evangelicals 
who are persecuted can usually get as- 
sistance from the central government. (2) 
Many churches in rural areas have been 
destroyed or forced to close and the perse- 
cution thus has accomplished its purpose. 
(3) Leading Colombians have been great- 
ly concerned about the bad name their 
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Next Issue: SEPTEMBER 


In keeping with its tradition, “The 
Baptist World” will not be published in 
July and August. 

Watch the September issue for reports 
on the Baptist Youth World Conference, 
the Executive and Commission Meetings 


at Ruschlikon, the European Baptist 
Congress, and the medical mission. 


country has received in the eyes of the 
world because of religious persecution. 

Subtle, non-violent persecution still con- 
tinues in many ways. Evangelical children 
in public schools are compelled to study 
Catholic doctrine and to attend Catholic 
masses and processionals. Difficulties fre- 
quently are experienced in such matters as 
civil marriage, birth registration and bur- 
ial of the dead. Difficulties are faced in 
getting permits for the construction of new 
church buildings. Evangelicals are often 
under pressure to leave a neighborhood 
either because of their faith or because 
prayer services are being held in their 
home. 


Basic Denial of Freedom 


An even greater concern is the basic 
denial of full religious freedom in the 
country. The Constitution, while guaran- 
teeing full freedom of worship, does not 
provide for full freedom of religion as 


Baptists understand it. The Catholic 
Church enjoys special privileges denied to 
other faiths. This is, and must be, our 
continuing concern. For example, Baptists 
at one time had four weekly radio broad- 
casts; now,they are unable to obtain time 
on any radio station for an Evangelical 
witness. Baptists and other Evarigelicals 
feel themselves compelled to maintain 
schools in connection with their churches 
so that their children can get an education 
without the necessity of taking the Catho- 
lic instruction given in all “public schools.” 

The provision for the so-called “mis- 
sion territory” constitutes another denial 
of full religious freedom. The “mission 
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territory” was originally planned to provide 
that the primitive Indians of Colombia 
would be taught only by the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. This territory at first included 
about 60 per cent of the country. In for- 
mer years Evangelical churches and schools 
were established in “mission territory” 
without hindrance. Later the mission ter- 
ritory was extended until it now embraces 
much more of the area of the country and 
includes cities and villages in addition to 
the territory occupied by the Indians. In 
recent years many Evangelical schools and 
churches in this restricted area have been 
closed by government order. An effort 
was even made to include in “mission ter- 
ritory” the island of San Andreas where 
Baptists are in the majority and Evangeli- 
cal work has been carried on for more 
than one hundred years. 


Full Liberty Sought 


I was fortunate enough to have an inter- 
view with Oscar Vergel Pacheco, the Sec- 
retary General of the Ministry of Govern- 
ment of the country. As I inquired about 
the problem of religious liberty, he replied, 
“We will enforce the Constitution.” If this 
policy is carried out by the government, 
it will mean much to Baptist life and work 
and to the whole Evangelical cause in Col- 
ombia, though they will still have to work 
under restrictions that deny full religious 
freedom. 

Baptists have always rejected the con- 
cept of mere “toleration” and have insisted 
on full religious liberty for themselves and 
for others. We ask no rights for ourselves 
that we do not ask for every other faith, 
but we do ask that in lands where Cath- 
olics are in the majority they extend to us 
and other minority groups the same rights 
and privileges that they enjoy in lands 
where Evangelical faiths are in the majori- 
ty. 

Only under such a recognition of our 
God-given right of religious freedom can 
the Evangelical witness grow as it ought 
to grow and make the contribution it can 
make to the spiritual life of Colombia and 
other Latin American lands. 
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WOMEN AND EVANGELISM 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12) 
kingdom to grow in our time? 

We are all so different in our thinking 
and reactions. How can only a few be 
able and fit to fully understand all the 
different people? There are those whom 
no one else except you can win for Christ, 
Therefore we must all be active soul- 
winners. 

Give yourself to the Lord, give your 
home and your leisure time. Take the op- 
portunities to evangelize by inviting peo- 
ple to your home. In the quietness and 
Christian atmosphere of the home your 
friends will find it easy to open their 
hearts and to talk freely to some one who 
takes time to listen about the problems in 
human life. 

As a soul-winner, train yourself in ec- 
tive listening to people as well as to God. 
Otherwise you can never become a spiritual 
guide among people. 

Do not hesitate to accept responsible 
duties in your church. The more willing 
workers the church has the better the work 
can be done. Or must the Lord still say: 
“The harvest indeed in plenteous, but the 
laborers are few.” Where are the Baptist 
women laborers who say: “Here we are, 
send us’? 


Training in New Zealand 

The Baptist College of New Zealand 
opened its doors to women three years 
ago. Now, Mrs. Reevely, secretary of the 
Baptist Women’s League, Auckland, 
writes, they have two women who are 
already serving on the field, and four more 
are attending the college. One of these 
young women is preparing to enter the 
Maori mission work, which the Baptist 
women help to support. 


Greetings to Mrs. Brown 

Baptist women around the world will 
regret to learn that Mrs. Ernest Brown of 
England is not at all well, and that her 
husband has been in the hospital for sev- 
eral months. We send loving greetings 
to these two loyal friends of the Baptist 
World Alliance. 
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LATE NEWS. BULLETINS 
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AUSTRALIA—Revy. F. A. Marsh has re- 
tired as general secretary of the Australian 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board after 23 years 
of service. Rev. J. D. Williams has been 
named as his successor. Special services hon- 
oring Mr. and Mrs. Marsh for their work 
were celebrated at Melbourne May 13. 


MEXICO—The Baptist Convention of 
Mexico, meeting at Tapachula in late April 
learned that for the first time in many years 
Convention giving went beyond budget re- 
quirements. The year’s budget of $16,000— 
largest in the history of the Convention—was 
exceeded by $1,360. The budget for the 
coming year was set for $18,960. More than 
60 per cent of the budget will support do- 
mestic missions. 


ITALY—The highest constitutional court 
in Italy has ruled that provisions of the 
Italian Charter of 1948, which provides for 
peaceful assembly in places open to the pub- 
lic, overrules a long-enforced police order 
dating back to 1931 and requiring police 
authorization for such meetings. Under the 
1948 legislation a police ban can be imposed 
only on clear proof that “public safety” is 
threatened. 


UNITED STATES—Rev. Robert P. Tay- 
lor, a Southern Baptist, has been chosen 
as the new Deputy Chief of Air Force 
Chaplains of the United States, to become 
effective August 15, 1958. He _ previously 
had been chief of the personnel division of 
the office of Air Force Chaplains in Wash- 
ington. At the time of accepting his new 
duty, he will be promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier General. 


HUNGARY—A total of 391 Hungarian 
refugees have been resettled in America 
through the efforts of Miss Ruth Teasdale, 
director of the Refugee Resettlement Pro- 
gram of the American Baptist Convention. 
Miss Teasdale worked also as a representa- 
tive of the Baptist World Alliance at Camp 
Kilmer, outside New York City, where the 
refugees were being processed following un- 
rest in Hungary in the fall of 1956. 
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HOLLAND—Dr. J. J. Kiwiet is the direc- 
tor of the Baptist youth center “De Vinken- 
hof,” a splendid place, opened last year at 
Bos en Duin, Den Dolder, Holland. His 
doctoral dissertation has recently been pub- 
lished in German by the J. G. Onchen Pub- 
lishing House, Langenbeckstrasse 28/30, (16) 
Kassel, Germany. The title of the book is 
“Pilgrim Marbeck, sein Kreis und _ seine 
Theologie.” Marbeck was one of the finest 
Anabaptist leaders of the 16th century. 


UNITED STATES—The Southern Baptist 
Convention named a Committee on World 
Peace to suggest ways in which Baptists can 
further efforts toward international goodwill. 
Convention President Brooks Hays, sponsor- 
ing the move, suggested “massive reconcilia- 
tion” to counteract the threat of “massive 
retaliation” in world affairs. 


MEDICAL MISSION 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 


(for meeting of BWA Executive Commit- 
tee,) Belgium (for appearance at Protes- 
tant Pavilion of World’s Fair), Greece, 
Lebanon, Israel, Egypt, Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan, East Africa, Southern Rhodesia, 
South Africa, Belgian Congo, French 
Equatorial Africa, Nigeria, and Spain. 

Dr. Stanley Olson, dean of Baylor Uni- 
versity College of Medicine, had planned 
earlier to be a part of the team but had 
to withdraw because of administrative ob- 
ligations. 

The physicians are giving their own 
time—sacrificing three ‘months’ income 
from their own medical practices—to 
make the trip. Travel expenses are un- 
derwritten by W. Maxey Jarman, a Bap- 
tist layman of Nashville, Tennessee. Much 
medicine and special medical equipment 
has been donated by pharmaceutical and 
medical supply houses. Dr. Hingson es- 
timates that all together the trip will rep- 
resent a total contribution, counting the 
physicians’ time, of a quarter-million dol- 
lars. 
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